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Tipperary underage star Michael Quinlivan says his sole focus is on establishing himself in the Tipperary Senior football team.
I’m focused on finishing out my college degree and trying to establish myself with Tipperary. I need to set out my own stall - that’s my aim for the future.
Michael Quinlivan
Quinlivan, who turned 19 last week, has attracted the attention of AFL scouts following his stand-out performances for Tipperary in their first All-Ireland Minor success since 1934 last year.
The Clomnel Commercials clubman attended a trial organised by the AFL and hosted by former Kerry footballer and Sydney Swans player Tadhg Kennelly in Dublin last Wednesday.
However, Quinlivan, a second year student at the Mary Immaculate teacher training college in Limerick, says he is focused on his football career and is determined to finish his studies.
“I went up more out of curiosity than anything else, just to see what the set-up was like,” he said in an interview with www.gaa.ie at the launch of the Cadbury GAA Football U21 Championship in Croke Park today.
“It was a nice day, very professional, but I think my future is with GAA."
He added: "I’m focused on finishing out my college degree and trying to establish myself with Tipperary. I need to set out my own stall - that’s my aim for the future.”
Quinlivan’s outstanding form at full-forward in the Premier County’s Minor campaign last year has inevitably caught the attention of senior manager John Evans, who has fast-tracked the 19-year-old straight into the side for this year’s Allianz Football League.
He has started at corner forward in Tipperary’s two Allianz League Division III games to date – defeats to Antrim and Roscommon – and admits it was a huge a step-up from minor level.
“There is a huge difference,” he says. “I wasn’t even the biggest man at minor and you are going in against guys who work on their physicality.
“I found it tough for the first couple of weeks, I won’t lie about it. But eventually I started to get used to it and I feel I am doing OK now.”
Although 6’1” and a superb athlete, Quinlivan is slight and concedes that he will have to bulk up considerably in the coming years to compete at senior inter-county level.
“At 18, 19 you are not even fuly developed. You need to be putting in a bit of work on your own to get where you need to go," he says.
“We obviously have gym sessions in Tipperary during the week but you also need to be doing a bit yourself.”
Meanwhile, Quinlivan, who scored a penalty in the All-Ireland minor final win over Dublin, says Tipperary need to build on last year’s success at Minor level and ensure more of his team-mates make the breakthrough at senior level.
“Hopefully we are starting to bring in the younger lads now. You look at the likes of Roscommon with 12 of the minor team that won in 2006 now on their seniors.
“We’ll be alright if the lads stay with the football because there have been a lot of lads that came through minor and just faded off the radar. I don’t think that will happen this group of players.”
Tipperary open their Cadbury GAA Football U21 Championship campaign against Kerry at Semple Stadium on March 14.
“It’s a huge challenge for us, especially on the back of last year’s win. It’s a big stepping stone for us and hopefully we will be able to perform well against them,” concludes Quinlivan, who makes the step up to the U21 grade for the first time this year.
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